
Last updated Dec. 18, 2024.  Supporting materials for, “Technical Memorandum: Adult Inmate Definition of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act”. 

 Adult Inmate Decision Tree 

The following tool is to be used in determining whether an individual meets the definition of an adult inmate pursuant to 34 U.S.C. §11103(26). 

Has the individual reached the age of full criminal 
responsibility under the applicable state law? 34 U.S.C. 
§11103(26)(A)(i).

No 

Has the individual been arrested, and is either: (1) in custody 
for or awaiting trial on a criminal charge, or (2) has been 
convicted of a criminal offense? 34 U.S.C. §11103(26)(A)(ii). 

No 

Yes 

At the time of the criminal offense in question, was the 
individual younger than the maximum age at which a youth 
can be held in a juvenile facility under applicable State law?  
34 U.S.C. §11103(26)(B)(i). 

At the time of the criminal offense in question, was the 
individual committed to the care and custody or 
supervision (including post-placement or parole 
supervision) of a juvenile correctional agency by a court of 
competent jurisdiction or by operation of applicable State 
law? 34 U.S.C. §11103(26)(B)(ii). 

Yes 

No 

No 

The individual 
IS an adult 
inmate under 
the JJDPA.  

Yes 

Yes 

The individual is NOT 
an adult inmate 
under the Juvenile 
Justice and 
Delinquency 
Prevention Act.  

The individual 
IS an adult 
inmate under 
the JJDPA.  

The individual is NOT 
an adult inmate 
under the Juvenile 
Justice and 
Delinquency 
Prevention Act.  

The individual is NOT 
an adult inmate 
under the Juvenile 
Justice and 
Delinquency 
Prevention Act.  
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