2008-6
NATIONAL SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS SENTRY PROGRAM 

OF THE NATIONAL DRUG INTELLIGENCE CENTER
WHEREAS,  the problem of drug abuse is pervasive throughout the United States and incorporates ever-changing dynamics which are difficult to identify, and to effectively track trends and patters such as that of illicitly-produced fentanyl; and
WHEREAS, the “Sentry Program” is designed to collect and monitor information in an early warning and response system and to address various aspects of detecting, preventing, and combating emerging illicit drug activities, including licitly produced prescription and over-the-counter medications with high abuse potential; allow authorized users, such as drug diversion investigators, law enforcement officers, medical toxicologists, poison control officers, and others to submit information via an Internet “tip” form which will automatically populate a relational database, where the data will be evaluated and combined with other relevant information toward preparation of “indication and warning” reports; and

WHEREAS, Sheriff Offices involved in enforcing drug control laws are not only first responders but also first observers of instances of new developments in drug abuse, production, and/or distribution in their jurisdictions. 
THEREFORE, the National Sheriffs’ Association urges its membership to participate to the fullest extent in the Sentry Program early warning system together with the National Drug Intelligence Center.
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